Tech Coach Column: SimplyE
By LTCL Librarian Karen Scott

Lake Travis Community Library members have access
to eBooks and audiobooks through the SimplyE app.
SimplyE was developed by libraries for libraries and
with the app, you have access to two unique
collections of digital materials. The SimplyE collection,
which is native to the app and consists of public
domain and open access titles. And the Lake Travis
Community Library collection, which is curated by the
Texas State Library and Archives Commission. It
includes popular materials for all ages and Texasspecific titles, which highlight and celebrate Texas
authors and interests.

You can think of SimplyE as supplemental to our digital
collection on Libby. The best part is there are NO WAIT
TIMES with eBooks and audiobooks checked out
through SimplyE! After logging in with your library card
and password, every title you see in the app is
available for immediate check out.

To find a title through SimplyE you can browse categories and subcategories, do a
keyword search, or search directly for a specific title or author. You can toggle between
the SimplyE and LTCL collection by tapping the library icon in the top left corner of the
app. Tap on a title you are interested in to view more details and to check out the item.
Once you tap “get,” the title will download to your device and is available for reading or
listening even if you’re not connected to WiFi or cell service. Your downloaded titles can
be accessed and returned through the “My Books” icon on the navigation bar.

Once you have opened an eBook, tap one time in the center of the page to view the utility
menu bar. Here you can view chapters, adjust the text font, size, and color, bookmark
your current spot, or select “back” to exit the eBook. When listening to an audiobook, you
have the same option to view chapters as well as set playback speed and set a sleep
timer using the icons in the bottom utility bar.

Created with assistive technology, SimplyE is accessible for those with visual
impairments or reading difficulties. Additionally, the audiobook player works with assistive
technologies, including screen-readers like TalkBack (Android) and VoiceOver (iOS).

Some important notes:
● Your device must be connected to the internet to download items.
● SimplyE cannot be accessed from a browser, only through the app.
● SimplyE cannot be accessed from a Kindle or Nook device.

Lastly, I honestly do not know what the limit is but I checked out over 20 titles at one time.
If you are consistently reaching your checkout limit on other eReaders like Libby because
multiple family members are using the account or maybe you’re just that much of a reader,
SimplyE could be your new best friend.

I am interested to hear about your SimplyE experience! Send me an email at
kscott@laketravislibrary.org to let me know what you think. Happy reading!

Tech Coach Assistance
Tech Coaches are now providing in-person tech help sessions. Visit
laketravislibrary.org/tech-coaches for more information. Do you have other questions?
Send an email to techcoach@laketravislibrary.org and one of our coaches will respond
to assist you with any questions or challenges you may have!

